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Is the definition of mental disorder by intentionality valid?

REEHET

GOTO Mariko

M RFERF G LR EIRE

Kyushu university graduate school doctoral course

Abstract:

The purpose of this paper is to organize and then examine arguments about the problem of defining the concept
of mental disorder. This paper proceeds as follows. In Chapter 1, I outline the current definition of mental disorder
in psychiatry and J.C. Wakefield's Harmful Dysfunction Analysis (HDA). The second chapter, I look at the
criticism of the HDA. As a result, I conclude that the definition of mental disorder by HDA is inadequate. In
Chapter 3, I summarize D. Bolton's definition of mental disorder as an alternative theory to HDA. Bolton uses a
concept of failure of intentionality. Then, in Chapter 4, after looking at the problems with the approach from
intentionality, I point out that we should be cautious in using this approach. In the end, however, I conclude that

the approach from intentionality is more persuasive when compared to the HDA.
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