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Chapter 12 / Feeding and Eating Disorders of Infancy 103
RUMINATION DISORDER AND FEEDING
Fortunately, ruminative disorder is rare, but it can be fatal.

ders. In general, parent-child interactional deficits are assumed,
although this may not always be evident. We believe that the dis-
Feeding disorder of infancy or early childhood is variable in

orders may be multidetermined—typically with a developmen-
tal or temperamental issue of the child and a poor fit with the

nurturing environment (Table 12.1).
its severity—from mild and temporary, to severe and poten-

tially fatal. The majority of children have improved growth,
although they may remain shorter and weigh less through

adolescence than their peers.

VTIP

quite emotionally intense, the potential for treatment splitting
and disagreement is high, and the negative feelings toward
parents of these infants who are literally wasting away can be

counterproductive. Be sure that you have a multidisciplinary
ting” issues, in addition to following the weight of the child.

team and talk about and work out the emotional and “split-

These eating disorders are complex and multidetermined disor-
Take a deep breath before starting one of these cases. It is

DISORDER OF INFANCY OR EARLY CHILDHOOD
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